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1. INTRODUCTION TO THE CANE CORSO

Breed History and Heritage

The Cane Corso is an ancient Italian breed with roots tracing back to Roman war dogs known
as Canis Pugnax. These powerful mastiffs were bred for guarding property, hunting wild boar,
and working on farms. The name 'Cane Corso' likely derives from the Latin 'cohors," meaning
guardian or protector. Nearly extinct after World War II, dedicated Italian breeders revived the
breed in the 1970s, and it was recognized by the American Kennel Club in 2010.

Breed Characteristics

Cane Corsos are large, muscular dogs known for their athletic build and dignified presence.
Adult males typically stand 25-27.5 inches tall and weigh 100-110 pounds, while females are
slightly smaller at 23.5-26 inches and 88-100 pounds. They have short coats that come in
black, gray, fawn, and red, often with brindle patterns. Their most distinctive features include a
large head, powerful jaw, and alert, intelligent expression.

Temperament

Despite their imposing appearance, well-bred Cane Corsos are calm, confident, and
affectionate with their families. They are natural guardians with strong protective instincts but
should never be aggressive without cause. They bond deeply with their owners and can be
gentle with children when properly socialized. However, they require experienced handling,
consistent training, and early socialization to develop into well-balanced adults.



2. PREPARING FOR YOUR PUPPY

Essential Supplies Checklist

Category Items Needed

Feeding « Stainless steel bowls (2)
* Puppy food (large breed formula)
» Food storage container

Sleeping « Crate (42-48 inches for adult)
« Comfortable bedding
* Blankets

Training  Leash (6 feet)

« Collar and ID tag
« Treats for training
« Clicker (optional)

Grooming e Brush

« Nail clippers

* Puppy shampoo
* Towels

Safety « Baby gates
« Exercise pen
* First aid kit

Toys * Chew toys (durable)
« Interactive toys
* Rope toys

Puppy-Proofing Your Home

Before bringing your Cane Corso puppy home, thoroughly puppy-proof your living space.
Remove or secure electrical cords, toxic plants (like lilies, azaleas, and sago palms), cleaning
products, and medications. Cane Corso puppies are curious and powerful chewers, so protect
furniture legs, shoes, and valuable items. Install baby gates to restrict access to certain areas
and ensure your yard is securely fenced with at least a 6-foot fence, as these dogs are athletic
jumpers.

Choosing a Reputable Breeder

Finding a responsible breeder is crucial for getting a healthy, well-tempered puppy. Look for
breeders who conduct health screenings (hip and elbow evaluations, cardiac exams), provide
health guarantees, and allow you to meet the parents. Red flags include: unwillingness to
show you the breeding facility, multiple litters available simultaneously, puppies available
before 8 weeks of age, or reluctance to answer questions. A good breeder will also interview



you to ensure their puppies go to appropriate homes.



3. BRINGING YOUR PUPPY HOME

The First 24 Hours

The first day is overwhelming for your puppy. Keep things calm and quiet. Let your puppy
explore their new environment at their own pace, but limit access to one or two rooms initially.
Introduce them to their crate and feeding area. Take them outside frequently for potty breaks
(every 1-2 hours) and reward success with praise and treats. Don't be alarmed if your puppy
doesn't eat much on the first day—stress can reduce appetite. Maintain the feeding schedule
and food type used by the breeder for the first few days.

Establishing Routines

Consistency is key to successful puppy raising. Establish a routine immediately for feeding,
potty breaks, playtime, training, and sleep. A sample schedule for an 8-week-old puppy might
be: 6:00 AM - wake up and potty, 6:30 AM - breakfast, 7:00 AM - playtime, 8:00 AM - nap in
crate, 10:00 AM - potty and short training session, and so on. Puppies need 18-20 hours of
sleep daily, so ensure plenty of quiet crate time. Feed puppies 3-4 times daily until 6 months
of age.

Crate Training Basics

Crate training provides your puppy with a safe den and aids in housetraining. Choose a crate
large enough for an adult Cane Corso (42-48 inches), using a divider to make it puppy-sized.
Make the crate inviting with comfortable bedding and toys. Never use the crate as
punishment. Start with short periods (5-10 minutes) and gradually increase duration. Feed
meals in the crate and provide special treats only available there. Most puppies will whine
initially—wait for a quiet moment before letting them out to avoid rewarding the whining.



4. FEEDING AND NUTRITION

Puppy Food Selection

Large breed puppy formulas are essential for Cane Corsos to ensure controlled growth and
reduce risk of developmental orthopedic diseases. Look for foods with 22-24% protein and
12-14% fat, formulated to meet AAFCO standards for large breed growth. Avoid adult dog
food, all-life-stage foods, or foods with excessive calcium (over 1.5% on dry matter basis).
High-quality protein sources like chicken, lamb, or fish should be listed first. Avoid foods with

excessive grains, by-products, or artificial additives.

Feeding Schedule and Portions

Age

Meals Per Day

Daily Amount

Notes

8-12 weeks 4 meals 2-3 cups total Small, frequent meals
3-6 months 3 meals 4-6 cups total Consistent times
6-12 months 2 meals 6-8 cups total Morning & evening
12+ months 2 meals 8-10 cups total Adult portions

Foods to Avoid

Never feed your Cane Corso puppy: chocolate, grapes, raisins, onions, garlic, xylitol (artificial
sweetener), macadamia nuts, avocado, alcohol, caffeine, or cooked bones. Also avoid
excessive table scraps which can lead to obesity and begging behaviors. If you want to give
treats, keep them under 10% of daily caloric intake and use healthy options like small pieces

of cooked chicken, carrots, green beans, or commercial training treats.




5. TRAINING AND SOCIALIZATION

Early Socialization Critical Period

The period between 3-14 weeks of age is crucial for socialization. During this window, expose
your puppy to various people (different ages, genders, ethnicities), environments (busy
streets, parks, pet stores), sounds (vacuum cleaners, thunder recordings, traffic), surfaces
(grass, gravel, stairs), and other animals (friendly dogs, cats if applicable). Ensure all
experiences are positive by pairing them with treats and praise. However, protect your puppy
from disease until fully vaccinated—carry them in public places or invite healthy, vaccinated
dogs to your home.

Basic Obedience Commands

Start training the day your puppy comes home using positive reinforcement methods.
Essential commands include:

Sit: Hold a treat above your puppy's nose and move it back over their head. As their bottom
hits the ground, say 'sit' and reward.

Down: From sitting position, lure treat to the ground. When they lie down, say 'down' and
reward.

Stay: Start with short durations (3-5 seconds) and gradually increase. Use a hand signal and
reward for remaining in position.

Come: Use an excited voice and reward generously when they come to you. Practice in
low-distraction environments first.

Leave it: Essential for preventing unwanted behaviors. Show treat in closed hand, say 'leave
it,' reward when they stop trying to get it.

Heel: Teach loose-leash walking early. Stop walking when they pull, resume when leash is
slack.

Dealing with Mouthing and Biting

Puppy mouthing is normal but must be addressed in Cane Corsos due to their size and
strength. When your puppy bites, immediately say 'ouch' in a high-pitched voice and cease
interaction for 30 seconds. Redirect to appropriate chew toys. Never use physical
punishment, which can increase aggression. If mouthing persists, consult a professional



trainer. Teach bite inhibition by allowing gentle mouthing while stopping any hard biting—this
teaches pressure control.



6. HEALTH CARE AND VETERINARY NEEDS

Vaccination Schedule
Age Core Vaccines Optional Vaccines

6-8 weeks DHPP (Distemper, Hepatitis, Bordetella
Parvovirus, Parainfluenza)

10-12 weeks DHPP booster Leptospirosis

14-16 weeks DHPP booster, Rabies Leptospirosis booster,
Lyme disease

12-16 months DHPP booster, Rabies booster As needed

Annually As recommended by vet As needed

Parasite Prevention

Begin heartworm prevention at 8 weeks of age and maintain it year-round. Monthly
preventatives often also protect against intestinal parasites. Flea and tick prevention should
start early, especially if your puppy goes outdoors. Bring fresh fecal samples to vet visits for
parasite screening. Common parasites include roundworms, hookworms, whipworms, and
giardia. Your vet will recommend deworming schedules based on your puppy's needs.

Common Health Issues in Cane Corsos

Hip and Elbow Dysplasia: Genetic conditions affecting joint development. Maintain healthy
weight, provide appropriate exercise, and consider joint supplements. Parents should have
OFA certifications.

Bloat (Gastric Dilatation-Volvulus): Life-threatening emergency where stomach fills with
gas and twists. Feed multiple small meals, avoid exercise after eating, use slow-feed bowils,
and know emergency signs (restlessness, distended abdomen, unproductive vomiting).

Cherry Eye: Prolapsed third eyelid gland. Requires veterinary attention and often surgical
correction. Not life-threatening but should be addressed promptly.

Entropion: Eyelids rolling inward, causing irritation. May require surgery. Watch for excessive
tearing or squinting.

Spay/Neuter Timing

For large breeds like Cane Corsos, many veterinarians now recommend waiting until skeletal
maturity (12-18 months) before spaying or neutering to allow for proper bone and joint



development. However, timing should be individualized based on your dog's health, behavior,
and living situation. Discuss the risks and benefits with your veterinarian to determine the
optimal time for your puppy.



/. EXERCISE AND MENTAL STIMULATION

Age-Appropriate Exercise

While adult Cane Corsos are athletic and energetic, puppies require controlled exercise to
protect developing joints. The general rule is 5 minutes of exercise per month of age, twice
daily. So an 8-week-old puppy needs about 10 minutes of structured exercise twice daily,
while a 6-month-old can handle 30 minutes twice daily. Avoid jumping, running on hard
surfaces, or repetitive activities until growth plates close (around 18 months). Focus on mental
stimulation and gentle play rather than marathon walks or intense fetch sessions.

Mental Enrichment Activities

Cane Corsos are intelligent dogs that need mental challenges to prevent boredom and
destructive behaviors. Effective enrichment activities include: puzzle feeders and
treat-dispensing toys, hide-and-seek games with toys or family members, basic obedience
training sessions (5-10 minutes several times daily), introducing new toys weekly, rotating toy
availability, sniffing games (hiding treats in towels or boxes), and teaching new tricks. A
mentally tired puppy is often better behaved than a physically exhausted one.

Socialization Outings

Regular exposure to new environments helps build confidence and prevents fear-based
behaviors. Take your puppy to: pet-friendly stores, outdoor cafes, different neighborhoods for
walks, friends' homes, puppy socialization classes, car rides, and various surfaces and
terrains. Always bring high-value treats to create positive associations. If your puppy shows
fear, don't force interaction—maintain distance from the scary thing and reward brave
behavior. Never punish fear responses.



8. GROOMING AND MAINTENANCE

Coat Care

Cane Corsos have short, dense double coats that are relatively low-maintenance. Brush
weekly with a rubber curry brush or grooming mitt to remove dead hair and distribute natural
oils. During seasonal shedding periods (spring and fall), increase brushing to 2-3 times
weekly. Bathe only when necessary (every 6-8 weeks or when dirty) using a mild dog
shampoo, as over-bathing strips natural oils. Thoroughly dry after bathing to prevent skin
issues.

Nail Care

Start nail trimming early to accustimate your puppy. Trim nails every 2-3 weeks or when you
hear clicking on hard floors. Use dog nail clippers or a grinding tool. Trim only the tip, avoiding
the quick (blood vessel inside the nail). If you accidentally cut the quick, apply styptic powder
to stop bleeding. Make nail trimming positive by offering treats and praise. If anxious about
trimming, ask your vet or groomer for a demonstration.

Dental Hygiene

Begin dental care early to establish good habits. Ideally, brush teeth daily with dog toothpaste
(never human toothpaste, which contains toxic xylitol). Start by letting puppy lick toothpaste
off your finger, then gradually introduce a finger brush or soft toothbrush. Focus on the outer
surfaces of teeth. Provide dental chews and appropriate chew toys to help keep teeth clean.
Schedule professional dental cleanings as recommended by your vet.

Ear and Eye Care

Check ears weekly for redness, odor, or discharge. Clean with a vet-approved ear cleaner as
needed, but avoid over-cleaning which can cause irritation. Cane Corsos can be prone to eye
issues, so wipe around eyes daily with a damp cloth to remove debris. Watch for excessive
tearing, redness, or squinting and consult your vet if these occur. Some Corsos may require
regular facial fold cleaning if they have prominent wrinkles.



9. COMMON CHALLENGES AND SOLUTIONS

Housetraining Issues

Most puppies aren't fully housetrained until 6 months of age. Accidents are normal. Take your
puppy out immediately after waking, after eating, after play sessions, and every 1-2 hours
during the day. Use a consistent potty spot and command phrase. Reward immediately after
elimination (within 3 seconds). Never punish accidents—clean with enzymatic cleaner to
eliminate odors. If accidents persist beyond 6 months, consult your vet to rule out medical
issues like urinary tract infections.

Separation Anxiety

Prevent separation anxiety by practicing short absences from day one. Leave for 5 minutes,
return calmly without fanfare. Gradually increase duration. Don't make departures or arrivals
emotional events. Provide puzzle toys and special treats only available when you're gone.
Create a calm routine before leaving. If your puppy shows severe distress (destructive
behavior, excessive vocalization, house soiling despite being housetrained), consult a
veterinary behaviorist.

Jumping on People

This is a particularly important issue for Cane Corsos given their eventual size. Never reward
jumping with attention, even negative attention. When your puppy jumps, turn away and
ignore them. Only give attention when all four paws are on the ground. Teach 'sit' to greet
people. Inform visitors to follow the same protocol. Consistency from everyone is crucial.
Consider teaching an incompatible behavior like 'go to your mat' when guests arrive.

Resource Guarding

Some puppies guard food, toys, or spaces. Never punish resource guarding, as this increases
anxiety. Instead, practice 'trading up'—offer something better than what they have. Feed
meals by hand occasionally. Drop high-value treats in food bowl while puppy eats to create
positive associations with your approach. Teach 'drop it' and ‘'leave it' commands with positive
reinforcement. If guarding is severe or directed at family members, immediately consult a
certified professional dog trainer or veterinary behaviorist.



10. GROWTH AND DEVELOPMENT TIMELINE

8 Weeks - 3 Months: The Foundation Period

This is when your puppy comes home and begins learning about their new world. Focus on:
basic housetraining, crate training, socialization to new people and environments, gentle
handling for grooming, basic commands (sit, come), bite inhibition, and establishing routines.
Puppies are most impressionable during this period, so ensure all experiences are positive.
They'll weigh approximately 20-30 pounds by 3 months.

3-6 Months: Rapid Growth and Testing Boundaries

Your puppy will experience rapid physical growth and may test rules. They'll begin teething
(baby teeth fall out around 4 months), which increases chewing behavior. Continue
socialization, introduce more advanced training, and maintain consistency with rules. They
may go through a fear period around 4-5 months—be patient and supportive. Weight at 6
months: approximately 50-65 pounds. This is often when owners enroll in formal training
classes.

6-12 Months: Adolescence

The teenage phase can be challenging. Your Cane Corso may seem to forget training, test
boundaries, and become more independent. Stay consistent with training and don't let bad
behaviors slide. Increase exercise appropriately but continue protecting growing joints. Sexual
maturity occurs (discuss spay/neuter timing with vet). Weight at 12 months: approximately
80-95 pounds. Some may experience another fear period around 9 months.

12-24 Months: Young Adulthood

Your Cane Corso continues maturing physically and mentally. They'll reach adult height by
12-15 months but continue filling out until 2-3 years. Reinforce training, provide adequate
exercise (now 60-90 minutes daily), and ensure continued socialization. Many Corsos
become more protective of home and family during this period—proper early socialization
prevents this from becoming problematic. Adult weight: males 100-110 pounds, females
88-100 pounds.

24+ Months: Full Maturity

Your Cane Corso is now a mature adult. With proper training, socialization, and care
throughout puppyhood, you should have a confident, well-mannered companion and



guardian. Continue regular exercise, training refreshers, and health care. The average
lifespan is 9-12 years. Maintain their quality of life through proper nutrition, preventive
veterinary care, and mental stimulation throughout their senior years.



CONCLUSION

Raising a Cane Corso puppy is a significant commitment that requires time, patience,
consistency, and dedication. These magnificent dogs are not for everyone—they need
experienced handlers who understand their needs and can provide proper training and
socialization. However, for the right family, a well-raised Cane Corso is an incomparable
companion: loyal, protective, gentle with loved ones, and impressive in both appearance and
character.

Remember that every puppy is an individual. While this guide provides general information,
your puppy's needs may vary. Don't hesitate to consult with your veterinarian, professional
trainers, or breed experts when you have questions or concerns. The investment you make in
your puppy's first year will pay dividends for their entire life.

Enjoy this special time with your Cane Corso puppy—they grow up quickly. Take photos,
celebrate milestones, and cherish the journey. Before you know it, your gangly puppy will be a
dignified adult, but the bond you're building now will last a lifetime.

Emergency Contacts to Keep Handy:
* Your veterinarian's phone number

» Emergency veterinary hospital (24-hour)

* ASPCA Animal Poison Control: (888) 426-4435
* Pet Poison Helpline: (855) 764-7661

 Your breeder's contact information



